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justice. For instance, the Statute of Limitations,
as originally framed, declared, in substance, that
actions of a certain description could not be main-
tained unless brought within six years after the
cause of action had accrued. A base fraud has been
committed by a man, and by another fraud he has
succeeded in concealing it from his victim for more
than six years. An action at law is brought after
the expiration of this period, to recover damages
for the fraud, and the wrong-doer triumphantly
pleads the statute. Nothing can be clearer than
that by the language of the statute the action is
barred, and at the same time it is certain that the
legislator never intended such a result. The oppo-
site sides upon this question are confidently main-
tained by the counsel of the parties respectively,
one insisting upon the very words of the statute,
the other upon the intention of the legislator, and the
law is uncertain until it is determined by a judicial
decision. It may be thought strange that any one
should doubt, upon such clear language, that the
action was barred, but I remember that the very
question was made at the Law School in this Uni-
versity, while I was a student, in a moot court case,
and that the distinguished head of the school at that
time, who had no superior as a common law judge,
decided that the suit could be maintained, declaring
with some humour, " Fraud is said to vitiate con-
tracts ; well it vitiates the applicability of the
Statute of Limitations!" And so it will ever be;
whenever the written law plainly contradicts the
precepts of justice so inwoven into our nature as to